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Role of the NSO in Australia

• Australian Bureau of Statistics is Australia’s National 

Statistical Office 

• Support for decision-making, research and discussion within 

governments and the broader community by providing 

trusted, high quality, objective statistics on key aspects of 

our population, society, economy and environment.

• Census and Statistics Act 1905 (CSA)

– provides the Australian Statistician with the authority to conduct 

statistical collections, and when necessary, to direct a person 

to provide statistical information. 

– the Act requires the ABS to publish and disseminate 

compilations and analyses of statistical information and to 

maintain the confidentiality of information collected under the 

Act. 
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The ABS National Centre for 

Crime and Justice Statistics

• A specialist Centre within the ABS which aims to:
– develop, collate and disseminate high quality national crime and 

justice statistics

– develop and maintain national statistical frameworks, standards 

and counting rules for crime and justice statistics 

– facilitate the provision of a national statistical service in crime and 

justice, including provision of analysis and statistical literacy 

information to accompany data

– oversee the development, collection and dissemination of crime 

related survey content within the ABS social statistics program

– work with key stakeholders to progress collection of statistical 

information relating to emerging areas of interest eg. Cybercrime, 

Family and Domestic Violence, Civil Justice
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Crime statistics - The Australian 

context
• 8 jurisdictions in each sector (police, courts and 

corrective services)…

Each jurisdiction collects 
and publishes own state/

territory data                                 

• ABS role is to harmonise the 

data produce independent and 

authoritative national crime statistics.
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Sources of Crime Statstics in 

Australia

No single source of data is able to comprehensively 

cover all facets of crime and justice in the 

community. Australian crime statistics are sourced 

from both:

• 1. Administrative by-product data, collected by 

state/ territory government justice agencies as 

part of their core business

• 2. National survey data, collected from Australian 

households by the ABS, asks individuals in the 

community directly about their experiences
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Administrative and Survey data: 

complementary sources 

• Administrative data 

• most useful for providing a view of victimisation that comes to 

the attention of the criminal justice system

• jurisdiction specific analysis

• changes over time

• useful for program managers and policy makers

• Survey data

• only way to understand levels and characteristics of 

victimisation that does not com to the attention of the criminal 

justice system

• broader range of variables than administrative data sources 

can provide, including detailed demographic characteristics, 

perceptions, attitudes and behaviours

• national level analysis
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Regular Australian Crime and 

justice publications

Crime

• Crime Victimisation, Australia (cat. no. 4530.0)

• Personal Fraud, Australia (cat. no. 4528.0)

• Personal Safety, Australia (cat. no. 4906.0)

• Recorded Crime – Offenders (cat. no. 4519.0)

• Recorded Crime – Victims (cat. no. 4510.0)

Criminal Courts

• Criminal Courts, Australia (cat. no. 4513.0)

• Federal Defendants, Selected States and Territories (cat. no. 4515.0)

Corrective Services

• Corrective Services, Australia (cat. no. 4512.0)

• Prisoners in Australia (including federal offender characteristics) (cat. no. 4517.0)
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Other Australian Crime and 

justice publications
Analytical series

• In Focus: Crime and Justice (cat. no. 4524.0)

• “Mental Health, Disability and Crime: A Victim’s Perspective”

• “Victims of Personal Fraud: A statistical snapshot”

• “Exploring relationships between crime victimisation and social well-being”

• “In the eye of the beholder: Perceptions of Social Disorder in Australia”

• Youth Victimisation and Offending: a statistical snapshot”

Information  papers

• Measuring Victims of Crime: A Guide to using Administrative and Survey data 2011 

(cat. no, 4500.0.55.001)

• Bridging the data gaps for family, domestic and sexual violence, 2013 (cat. no. 

4529.0.00.002)

Statistical and Conceptual Frameworks

• National Criminal Justice Statistical Framework 2007 (cat.no. 4525.0)

• Defining the Data Challenge for Family, Domestic and Sexual Violence, Australia 2013 

(cat.no 4529.0)

• Conceptual Framework for Cybercrime (in development)

• Civil Justice collection (in development)
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NSO Challenges for Australian 

Crime Statistics

1. Producing national consistent data from 8 

(state/territory) administrative data sources 
– 8 different legislative frameworks, business practices and IT systems within 

each justice sector

– Development of national classifications, counting rules and quality 

assurance processes to mitigate these differences

– Reliant on data providers to implement changes to improve national 

statistical outcomes (changes often not trivial)

– Resource intensive process to compile for the NSO

2. Coherence between national statistics produced from 

different data sources
– Need different sources to answer different policy questions

– Difficult for users to interpret different statistics measuring similar 

concepts, produced through different methodologies

– Role as NSO to provide explanatory information to data users
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NSO Challenges for Australian 

Crime Statistics – way forward

• Developing a sustainable, responsive statistical system

– crime statistics  integrated within a holistic population statistics 

program
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